A Monthly Report to the Eastern School Board

May 2009

Facilities Update

Construction of the new elementary school in
Torbay and the new Paradise | elementary school is
currently underway. Tenders have been awarded for
the Paradise Il elementary school and the new junio
high/high school for Placentia with construction to
commence very soon.

The phase one extension to Roncalli Elementary is
completed and occupied. The extensions at
Amalgamated Academy and Holy Family
Elementary (Paradise) are nearing completion.

School extensions are currently in the designdden
process for Beachy Cove Elementary, Roncalli
Elementary (phase Il), St. Bernard's Elementary, St
Edward's Elementary (Kelligrews), St. Peter's
Junior High and Upper Gullies Elementary.

Temporary School Closures

Frank Roberts Junior High

A roof drain collapse caused by the roofing
contractor during roof replacement work in April
2009 caused interior water damage to a section of
Frank Roberts Junior High. When an odour was
reported and investigated, mould was discovered on
May 25. The school was closed in order to carry out
the necessary remediation work.

An environmental consulting company supervised
the remediation project which included the removal
and replacement of two interior walls. A serieainf
guality tests were conducted throughout the entire
school and on June 4, the school reopened for
students and staff following consultation with the
school council.

St. Joseph'’s Academy

During regular maintenance at St. Joseph’'s

Academy, mould was found in the wall between the

boy’s washroom and the chemistry lab. The area was
remediated and air quality testing was conducted.
The school was closed for one week to conduct
repairs and carry out the testing.

School Fires

Recent fires at several schools are a major concern
to us. A fire at Brother Rice Junior High on April
21" closed the school for six weeks. Students
returned to their building on June 3 following aftsh
system with MacDonald Drive Junior High.

A fire at Holy Heart of Mary High School on May
12 also appears to have been deliberately set. A
window was broken in the cafeteria where the fire
was contained. The school received smoke damage
which necessitated a school closure for one week to
clean up the smoke damage and air out the building.

In early June, a fire was deliberately set in absdc
floor boy’s washroom at Pearce Junior High, Burin.
This resulted in a three-day school closure tovallo
for clean-up. The boy's washroom requires
extensive repairs and will remain off limits foreth
remainder of this school year.

The local police authorities have each of these
incidents under investigation.

Administrative Hiring

The District has posted 56 job competitions for
school administrative positions. To date, the
response has been positive and we have been able to
fill 43 of these positions. We are receiving
applications from a number of current
administrators who are  expressing interest in
transferring to other schools and we have had at gre
deal of interest from candidates who have
participated in our leadership development program
for the past two years.

We anticipate there will be another 15 — 20
competitions before school reopens in September.
All administrative candidates are interviewed by
senior management and all appointments are
considered by the full senior administrative team.

astern
School # District



Staffing

The staffing/redundancy/reassignment process has
been completed. This year, the District made
approximately 60 moves to complete this process.

Work has been completed on the Pool Interview
process for the coming year. We currently have
approximately 500 active positions that we are
working to fill. The improvements in the HR Work
Flow process and the updates in the personnel
package are assisting us in this process.

Remembering Melvin Lambe

:!.

During the annual banquet honouring retirees of the
Burin Region, the Honourable Darin King, Minister
of Education presented Madonna Lambe, widow of
the late Trustee, Melvin Lambe, with a gift to
recognize Melvin's contributions to the Eastern
School Board. Melvin, who passed away in March,
was the trustee for Zone 2.

Choral Connections

The Eastern School District celebrated the sharfng
singing and song with the launch of its annual
Choral Connections events during the first two
weeks of May. Taking place in each of the Distsct’
four regions under the theme “Sing, Dance, Play!”
St. Anne’s Academy in Avalon West, Clarenville
Middle School in Vista, Sacred Heart Academy in
the Burin region and Memorial’'s School of Music in
the Eastern region have been host to 40 school
choirs eager to perform for each other and
participate in workshops by some of the province’s
finest artists.

This year students sang and acted with Spirit of
Newfoundland'’s artistic director Peter Halley, sang
harmonized and jammed with Irish-Canadian folk

musician Fergus O’Byrne, sang and learned vocal
technique with singer/performer/teacher Ronalda
Hutton-MacDonald and danced with premiere,
award-winning Irish dancer, Shawn Silver.

Over 2,500 students representing 34 schools formed
the 40 choirs that participated in this musicalrgve

Drama Festivals A Success

This year, theatre troupes from 39 schools
throughout the District participated in regional
drama festivals. Approximately 600 students also
participated in a variety of workshops on topics
which included stage combat, yoga, movement and
dance, mask making, puppetry, singing/songwriting,
theatre games, lighting and tech, theatre makeup,
film making and many more. Adjudicators at this
year's festivals included well known Newfoundland
performers Amy House, Berni Stapleton, Jenn Deon,
Donna Butt and Mark Edward Quinn White.

Enterprise Showcase 2009

This year’s District Enterprise Showcase was hosted
by Mount Pearl Senior High. The event saw 12
schools participate with over 100 students presgnti
57 different projects.

The top three winners at the District level were:

. 1%Place: Anna Murphy and Emily Costello,
Bishop’s College; % Place: Brian Kenny,
Gonzaga High School, and ™3 Place:
Nichole Tetford and Emily Jameson,
Gonzaga High School.

The provincial Enterprise Showcase took place in
Marystown from May 28-30 with approximately 40
projects involving over 60 students. District
winners include:
Showcase Competition:*1Place: Nichole
Tetford and Emily Jameson from Gonzaga
High School and "8 Place: John Gollop,
Holy Heart of Mary High School.

Business Plan Competition® Place: Tyler
Moore & William Short, Marystown Central
High School
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Applause

Congratulations to:
- Silver medalists in the National Skills
Canada competitiontessica McErlean I.J.
Samson Junior High School for Prepared
Speech andHannah Green Gonzaga High
School for Baking category.

St. George’s Elementary recipients of an
Inclusive  Education Award by the
Association for Community Living. This
award recognizes the school's efforts to
include all students in all school-wide and
classroom activities regardless of intellectual
or physical ability.

Holy Trinity High School's Jazz and

Concert bandson capturing gold medals at
the Heritage Festival in New York recently.
Congratulations are also extendedHitary

Moores, a Level Il saxophone player who
was awarded the Maestro Award for her
solo performance. Hilary was one of six
performers to receive this prestigious award.

Brandi O’'Keefe, a Level Il student at
Baltimore High School, Ferryland, on being
awarded a two-year scholarship to attend the
prestigious Lester B. Pearson United World
College of the Pacific located in Victoria,
B.C. The value of this scholarship is in
excess of $30,000 annually. One student
from this province is chosen annually to
attend.

St. John Bosco Schoolon receiving a
$70,000 Chapters Indigo Love of Reading
Foundation Grant valued at $70,000. This
grant will allow the school to rebuild their
library over the next three years. Recently,
students from the school visited Chapters to
pick out some of their new books.

Heritage Collegiate,first place winners in
the 2009 Regional ROV Competition held in
St. John’s in early May at the Fisheries and
Marine Institute of Memorial University.
Gonzaga High School placed second overall.

Katie Walsh from Clarenville High School
who received the District plaque for the
Senior High Public Speaking Competition.

Dr. David Dibbon, Trustee, and Dean of the
Faculty of Education at Memorial
University on being awarded the NLTA's
2009 Patricia Cowan Award for Support and
Promotion of Education.

Education Foundation Grants Presented to
Schools

| was pleased to visit Hazelwood Elementary
recently on behalf of the Eastern Education
Foundation. Hazelwood Elementary is one of a
number of schools in the District that have recgive
a grant from the Foundation this year. In the 2008-
09 school year, the Foundation has provided $40,000
in funding to schools to support Art-related
initiatives. We invited Royal Bank representatites
come along and see how their financial support to
the Foundation is helping our students directly.
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Hazelwood Elementary teachers Natasha Kelly and Lor
Lane Balsom accept a cheque from Mr. Clayton VarhEs

and Mr. Andrew Sinnott of the Royal Bank, a big

supporter of the Foundation and schools in ourridist

Both teams will travel to Boston to
participate in the international ROV
competition.
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