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March 2010 Board Meeting

Facilities Update

In late October 2009, Holy Cross Elementary in
Holyrood was closed due to the presence of rot and
mould in the exterior walls. Students were relodate
to Roncalli Central High in Avondale. Repairs are
now underway at Holy Cross Elementary and
windows have been ordered. The school is expected
to be ready for occupancy in September 2010.

On March 1, 2010, there was an electrical short in
the electrical panel at Upper Gullies Elementary
which caused a small fire that was contained in the
electrical panel. Students and staff evacuated the
school and were bused to nearby St. Edward’s
Elementary in Kelligrews to wait for their paremds
pick them up. The school was closed for @ays
while the necessary electrical repairs were made.

A new maintenance supervisor was recently
appointed for Avalon West Region. This new
position will allow for better maintenance servtoe
schools in this region.

Intensive Core French and Late French

Immersion Registration

Registration for the Intensive Core French (ICF)
and Late French Immersion (LFI) Programs for the
2010-2011 academic year occurred during the
month of January.

ICF is currently offered in 32 of our schools sagi
1231 students. In ten of these schools, therallis f
implementation where all grade six students are
enrolled in this innovative French program. This
year’s registrations indicate a continued level of
interest in the ICF Program with 1263 student
registrations received for the 2010-2011 schoot yea
and a new program scheduled to begin at Holy
Trinity Elementary School in Torbay.

There are currently 14 intermediate schools and
their feeder senior high schools that offer LFI.
There are 290ktudents (grades 7-12) enrolled in
our LFI Program. Registrations for grade seven for
the upcoming school year indicate a continued
enthusiasm for the program with approximately 714
registrations. The Eastern School District is very
proud to be the only district in the province téeof
the LFI Program.

Inclusion Initiative

The Department of Education defines Inclusion as:
the right of all students to attend their neighlomdh
schools with their peers, and to receive appropriat
and quality programming.

To achieve these goals, the District, with support
from the Department of Education, has been
providing lead teacher training through a program
entitled Achievement for All Currently 171 lead
teachers from 102 of our 120 schools have been
trained with the remaining schools to be completed
over the next year.

To advance the Inclusion initiative through

collaboration, differentiated instruction and co-

teaching, the Department of Education supported
selected schools in an Inclusion Pilot Program. In
the spring of 2009, four pilot schools and four
shadow schools were chosen to participate.
Recently, with the addition of 16 more schools,
Eastern School District now has 24 schools
involved in the Inclusion pilot initiative.

The District has two Inclusion itinerant teachess t
support the provincial initiative and provide
professional development. An Inclusion newsletter
is published quarterly to inform teachers, highligh
inclusionary practices, share good news and build
capacity throughout the District.
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Olympic Commotions Day in our Schools

Friday, February 26, 2010 was Wweundland an
Labrador Day at the Olympic&chools througho
the District heldevents to celebrate the Olympics
build spirit for our Canadian athletes weh
participating in healthy activities with their sai
communities. O’Donel High School was chosen
one of four schools in this provinde have thei
Living Healthy Commotions showcased nationally.

O’Donel students produced a short video thas wa
showcased at Atlantic Canada House and af
Media Centre as part of a segment featuring Pre
Williams. Many students contributed to the vi
with impressive art work, featured food items
keeping with the Olympic theme and a traditic
kitchen marty. Lights in the shape of the Olym
rings decorated the front of the school.

O’Donel High School in Mt. Pearl hosted two Olympic
athletes for the commotion celebrations: two-time
Olympian Kara Grant, a pentathlete from P.E.I. and
Olympic gold medalist, curler Brad Gushue

Provincial Safe and Caring School Awards

Twelve schools within Eastern School District v
successful in receiving a $500 Safe and Ci
Schools Special Project Fund Award from
Provincial Safe and Caring Schools Advisory
Committee, Department of Education.

This program supports school projects developed to
strengthen and maintain safe and caring learning
environments and to create positive school climates
Successful schools for 2009-2010 are: Laval High,
Baccalieu Collegiate, Matthew Elementary, Balbo
Elementary, Lake Academy, St. George’s
Elementary, Holy Heart of Mary High School,
Bishop Field Elementary, Brother Rice Junior High,

Holy Spirit High School, Holy Family Elementary,
and Vanier Elementary

Applause
Congratulations to:

- Harbour Grace Primary, a Platinum level

winner, andParadise Elementary,a Gold
level award winner, from Physical and
Health Education Canada for the schools’
efforts in promoting physical activity.
Technology teachersThomas Sheppard
Frank Roberts Junior Higl€hristina Cox,
Brother Rice Junior HighWade Gillard,
Booth Memorial and David O’Keefe,
Ascension Collegiate on being named
winners of the National Technology
Champion Awards chosen annually by the
Canadian Council of Technicians and
Technologists. ESD received four of the
seven national awards.
All students and teachers who participated in
the 7" Annual Intermediate Skills Challenge
hosted by Mount Pearl Intermediate in late
January. Congratulations also to the overall
winners: first place, Brother Rice Junior
High; second place, Frank Roberts Junior
High; and third place, Amalgamated
Academy.

Students Visit District Office

Five students from St. Mary’s Elementary
School had the honour of being named
“Principal for a Day” at their school. The

students paid a visit to District Office on Friday,
February 26, 2010, with their Principal, Mrs.
Elkins and school secretary, Mrs. Davis.
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